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OUTREACH
GOSPEL OF SALVATION THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST

STEP ONE;

(1) G O D
IN THE BEGINNING - GOD (Gen.1:1)
a) Before the mountains were brought forth, even before you formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. (Ps.90:2)

b) Thus says the high and lofty one who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy; “I dwell in the high and holy place, and with him who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, to revive the heart of the contrite.” (Is. 57:15)

c) Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary, his understanding is unsearchable. (Is.40:28)

d) In beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (Jh.1:1)

STEP TWO:

(1) GOD

2) GOD MADE MAN
a) God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Gen.1:27)

GOD MADE MANKIND FOR A VERY REAL AND GREAT PURPOSE; TO BE HIS CHILDREN.

b)  ADAM, THE SON OF GOD. (Luk.3:38)

STEP THREE:

(1) G O D
3) MAN SINNED
But man turned his back on God, rejecting his Word, (Jesus Christ), and accepting the devil’s word as truth. (Gen.2:16-17, 3:1-5)  Having changed what God said, by adding to it, and taking from it, the man and the woman were very easy prey for the misleading of Satan, and the ‘evidence’ of their own eyes.  We’re not told whether their rejection of the Word was a deliberate, conscious act, or if it was due to them carelessly not reminding each other of what God had said.  We’re not told if it was Adam who neglected sharing with Eve the full truth of the Word which God had spoken to him, or if it was Eve’s careless hearing of that Word which was the problem.  What we do know is that they both did what God had told them not to do.  So -- 

a) For all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. (Truth) (Rom.3:23)

b) Sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so death spreads to all men because all men sinned. (Rom.5:12)

c) There is no one who does not sin. (1Kings 8:46)
STEP FOUR:

(1) G O D
4) DEATH

Too late, the man and woman realised the full impact of what God had said.  The lie of Satan, which they had so easily and readily accepted, caused them to die to God (Gen. 2:17, Col.2:13, Eph.2:1-5), and opened the door to all sorts of problems which they had not known before. (Gen.3:14-19)

a) The wages of sin is death. (Rom.6:23b)
b) When the righteous man turns from his righteousness

and commits iniquity, he shall die for it. (Ezek.33:18)

c) All souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son; the soul that sins WILL DIE! (Ezek.18:4)
STEP FIVE: 

(1) G O D
5) SIN SEPERATES

Up to this point the man and woman had enjoyed a life together without evil lusts; without knowledge of evil.  Now, with their eyes opened, everything changed.  They became ashamed because of the lustful desires that welled up in them, and so they made coverings for themselves.

They had been completely open with each other and at ease with their sexuality.  Now shame took over, and so they began to cover up and hide certain things from each other, and from God. (Gen.3:7-11)

This caused an impenetrable barrier to spring up between God and them both.  It also brought a barrier between the sexes that no one has ever been able to fully penetrate.  So the Word of God tells us --

a) The Lord God sent (drove) them out from the Garden of Eden. (Gen.3:23-24)

b) Your sin has made a separation between you and your God, and has hid his face from you, so that he does not hear. (Is.59:2)

STEP SIX:

(1) G O D
6) MAN CANNOT SAVE HIMSELF

a) We have all become as one unclean, and our righteous deeds are as filthy rags, we fade like a leaf, and our sin, like the wind, carries us away. (Is.64:6)

b) Truly no one can ransom himself, or give to God the price of his life; for the ransom of his life is very high, and all he has could never be enough, so that he could live on forever and never see the Pit. (Ps.49:7-9)

So now, all mankind is left without hope and without God in his world. (Eph.2:12 & 4:17-19, remembering Eph.2:1-5)

BUT NOW BACK TO NUMBER ONE, TO GOD HIMSELF.

STEP SEVEN:

(1) G O D
7) GOD WAS MERCIFUL

a) I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, so turn and live. (Ezek.18:32)

b) As I live, says the Lord God, “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked should turn from his wicked way and live.” (Ezek.33:11)

c) The Lord is forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. (2Pet.3:9)

So, with mankind in this helpless, hopeless state, unable to do anything to save himself (Ezek.22:30), God goes into action.  He set out to pay the ransom himself. (Is.59:16 & 63:5)

STEP EIGHT:

(1)  G O D
8) GOD SENT JESUS CHRIST

a) God loved the world so much that he sent his only begotten Son that whoever would believe in him should not perish but have eternal life. (Jh.3:16)

b) John the Baptist said, “See, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. (Jh.1:29)

c) Isaac said to his father, “See, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  Abraham answered, “God will provide himself with the lamb for the burnt offering.” (Gen.22:7-8)

d) Abraham looked and saw a ram caught in the bushes, so he took it and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  So Abraham called the name of the place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided”. (Gen.22:13-14)

e) You shall have a song – and gladness of heart – when you go to the mountain of the Lord, to the Rock of Israel. (Is.30:29)
f) Israel drank from the supernatural Rock, which followed them, and that Rock was Christ. (1Cor.10:4)

STEP NINE:
(1) G O D
9) BUT WHO IS JESUS?

In Matt.24:24 the real Jesus Christ is recorded as saying that the time would come when false Christs and false prophets would come to lead astray even the elect, if that were possible, and Paul tells the Corinthian believers that even then there were different Jesus’, different gospels, and different spirits being preached. (2Cor.11:4)  Today, there would appear to be a proliferation of all of these being promoted.  But there is only one true Jesus, and he is the Word of God.  There is only one true gospel, which is the Word of God, and there is only one Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of the Word.  (Eph.4:4, Gal.1:6-9, 1Cor.3:11)

a) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (Jh.1:1)

b) And the Word became flesh, and lived among us. (Jh.1:14)

c) The Word of the Lord came to Abraham and said, “Look to the heavens and count the stars if you’re able, that’s how many your descendants will be.”  And he believed the Lord; and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. (Gen.15:4-5)

d) He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is the Word of God. (Rev.19:13)

STEP TEN:

(1) G O D
10) WHAT JESUS DID 

a) He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  By his wounds we have been healed. (1Pet.2:24)

b) It was the will of the Lord to bruise him, and put him to grief.  When he makes himself an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.  He shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; for by his knowledge, my righteous one will make many to be accounted as righteous, because he shall bear their sin.  Therefore I will divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. (Is.53:10-12)

STEP ELEVEN:

(1) G O D
11) CALVERY, THE PLACE OF DEATH

Jesus Christ, the Word of God, came through the sin barrier, having had all the sin of mankind laid upon him. (Is.53:6, Tit.2:11)

a) Christ died for sin, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the Spirit. (1Pet.3:18)

b) While hanging on the cross, Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matt.27:46)  At that moment, all the guilt, all the punishment, for all the sin of all mankind was laid upon him, and God, his Father had to withdraw from him.  

c) All of us who were baptised in Christ Jesus were baptised into his death. (Rom.6:3)

STEP TWELVE:

(1) G O D
12) CHRIST’S RESURECTION

God raised up Jesus, having loosed the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it (Acts 2:24) because, Jesus himself, had never sinned. (2Cor.5:21, 1Pet.2:22, Is.53:9)

In the Book of Revelation, John describes what he saw in the Spirit saying, “In the midst of the lamp stands was one like a son of man --- and he laid his hand upon me and said, ‘Don’t be afraid, I am the first and the last, the living one; I died, and see, I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.’” (Rev.1:13 & 17-18)

Along with everyone else who has truly experienced salvation from the power of sin, not just from its guilt, and has been reborn by, and in accordance with the Word of God, I can testify that Jesus Christ is alive, and very much present with me, and with all of God’s people.  Every day, by his Spirit, he teaches and guides me in all of my ways, AS HE PROMISED.

STEP THIRTEEN:
(1) G O D
13) FAITH & REPENTANCE
Our own personal share in Christ’s work on Calvary is claimed only by a complete faith in what God has said he’s done in Jesus Christ, which leads to a wholehearted willingness to obey that Word in every area of lives here.

a) It is written that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sin should be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. (Luk.24:46-47)

b) For by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not of your own doing, it is the gift of God, not because of works, so no one can boast. (Eph.2:8-9)

STEP FOURTEEN:
(1) G O D
14) BAPTISM

a) Repent, and be baptised, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38)

b) He who believes, and is baptised, will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. (Mk.16:16)

Our first act of obedience to the direct command of Jesus, recorded in Matt.28:19, is for us to participate fully in the act of Christian water baptism, in accordance with the Word of God.  We won’t go into the details of this here, because much of it is laid out in the Tract section.  What we will say here is that our obedience in baptism MUST BE backed up by a complete willingness to also obey the Royal Law (Jas.2:8), the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Rom.8:2), the law of love which fulfils all other laws. (Matt.22:37-40 & Jh.13:34-35)

STEP FIFTEEN:

(1) G O D
15) OUR DEATH, BURIAL & RESURECTION

a) Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ were baptised into his death?  We were buried with him in baptism, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in new life. (Rom.6:3-4)

b) We have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that we may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, so that we may bear fruit for God. (Rom.7:4)

c) We must consider ourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Rom.6:11)

d) The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death. (Rom.8:2)

e) I have been crucified with Christ, so it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (Gal.2:20, 2Cor.5:14-15, Col.1:21-22)

STEP SIXTEEN:

(1)  G O D
16) RE-BIRTH

This vital requirement, laid down by Jesus Christ, is described in a number of different ways in God’s Word.  It’s a “New Nature”, created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness”, (Eph.4:24), and it’s “being renewed in the knowledge and image of its Creator”. (Col.3:10)  It’s being “baptised with, or in, the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5 & 11:15-17, Luk.3:16) and being filled with him. (Acts 4:31)  It’s described as being anointed with the Spirit (Luk.4:18-19, Acts 10:38, 1Jh.2:27 & 20), and being clothed with power, (Luk.24:49, Acts 1:8, Jh.1:12)

Yet the strange thing about all this is that despite being talked about in so many ways in God’s Word, there appear to be still so very many Christians who believe that such an absolutely amazing thing can not only occur, but can continue in our lives, without us ever experiencing it, or being really aware of it.  It seems we must not only receive this Amazing Being into our lives without having a real awareness of his presence, but must also go on, without knowing the reality of his power in us.

Yet, this power from God is described in Eph.3.14-20, as the power to comprehend the love of Christ, being filled with all the fullness of God, and as the power that is able to do far more than we could ever think or ask.  In Eph.1:16-20 it’s described as a Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in knowing God which causes our eyes to be opened, so that we may know the hope to which he has called us; that we may know what are the riches of HIS glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might, WHICH HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED IN CHRIST, when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, and us with him. (Eph.2:6)

I ask you, how is it possible for us NOT to KNOW with the absolute certainty of experience that these things are so in our lives, instead of just, at times, desperately hanging on to the belief that they are.  Surely we don’t think that the Word of God is just words written on paper, and not to be experienced by us.  As for me, I can only speak of what I have seen and heard and experienced with my God.  All those wonderful things talked of in the Word are reality.

a) Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. (Jh.3:3)

b) Truly, truly I tell you, unless one is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (Jh.3:5)

c) If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has passed away the new has come. (2Cor.5:17)

STEP SEVENTEEN:

(1) G O D
17) JESUS = DOOR
a) Jesus said, “I am the door; he who enters by me will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. (Jh.10:9)

b) There is one God, and one Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus. (1Tim.2:5)

c) There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

d) See, I am standing at the door (to your life) knocking, if you hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in and eat with you, and you with me. (Rev.3:20)

e) Truly, truly I say to you, the hour is coming, and even now is here, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. (Jh.5:25)
STEP EIGHTEEN:
(1) G O D

18) FREE GIFT

a) What shall we say, but that if God is for us, who can be against us?  When he didn’t spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him?  Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies; who is to condemn? It is Jesus Christ who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at God’s right hand, and who intercedes for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? (Rom.8:31-35)
b) The free gift of God is eternal life, in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom.6:23)
STEP NINETEEN:
(1) G O D
19) NOT EARNED -- RECEIVED BY FAITH

a) By grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God, not because of works, lest anyone should boast. (Eph.2:8-9)

b) Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water. (Jh.4:10)
c) Since all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory, we are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption, which is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he has passed over former sins. (Rom.3:23-25)

STEP TWENTY:

(1)  G O D
20) WHAT FAITH IS NOT

a) Without faith it is impossible to please God, and whoever would draw near to him must first believe that he exists, and that he rewards those who seek him. (Heb.11:6)
b) If we confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead, we will be saved.  Because we believe with our hearts and so are justified, and we confess with our lips and so are saved. (Rom.10:9-10)

c) It’s not just those who know who Jesus is that are saved, because “Demons came out of many crying, ‘You are the Son of God’- knowing who he was”, but it did them no good. (Luk.4:41)

STEP TWENTY ONE

(1) G O D

21) WHAT IS FAITH?

a) Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (the Word of God) and you will be saved. (Acts 16:31)

b) He who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself.  He who does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony he has borne to his Son.  This is the testimony that God gave us eternal life, and that life is in his Son. (1Jh.5:10-11)

Faith, like love is shown by obedience.

c) He who has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves.  And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and reveal myself to him. (Jh.14:21)

STEP TWENTY TWO:
(1) G O D
22) DECISION TIME

c) I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I Have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life that you may live eternally with God. (Deut.30:19, Pro.1:28-29)

b) Choose this day who you will serve. (Josh.24:15)

a) At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation.  See, now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation. (2Cor.6:2)

See also “Right of Choice.”
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